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Two German Exchange Students Return Home on April 9th 
 

German exchange students Anna Ploy-
har and Julia Pick left for home on Friday, 
April 9th after spending two weeks in 
Vandalia.  Their visit was filled with many 
activities.  Many tears were shed at the 
airport as the students said a sad farewell 
to their new, life-long friends.  Check out 
our web site for the latest pictures of their 

activities. 

Mayôs 

Gemütlichkeit 

Jeff and Suzanne Jordan 

have volunteered to host 

Mayôs Gem¿tlichkeit.  Jim 

and Jean Wagner are co-

hosts.  Their address is 

3264 Cornwallis Court.  

Gemütlichkeit is held im-

mediately following the 

monthly m embership 

meeting.  All are welcome 

to attend. 

Volcanic Ash delays return of Two Exchange Students 

It was a very busy day for Julia Ware and the exchange students on April 

16th.  With the flight from Charlotte to Frankfurt in doubt, two exchange 

students  (Sabrina Pensel and Linda Gagel) had their visit to Vandalia ex-

tended to April 20th.  The extension came with mixed emotions.  The stu-

dents wanted to get back home to attend school.  With their original visit, 

they had already missed one week 

of school.  They also had the con-

cern of being a burden to their host 

families. 

Then, on April 20th, Julia found her-

self with another busy day at the 

airport.  Flights were again 

grounded into Frankfurt and tickets 

were extended to April 27th.  The 

next few days were filled with many 

hours on the phone trying to get the 

girls home.  Julia was finally able to secure tickets for April 24th.  The girls 

were excited to be going home but were also sad to be leaving their new 

friends here in Vandalia. 
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Harveyôs Gedanken 

I want to start this article by thanking the host families for the youth ex-
change.  The Wells family, the Schmidt family, the Flinn family and Ashley 
Boedeker and Tanya Jackson were great hosts for our exchange stu-
dents.  Our exchange students returned home with many good memories 

and many new friends. 

I also wish to thank Julia for another great job with the youth exchange.  
The last week was very busy for her as she tried to get flights home for the 
students and plan new activities for them.  I also wish to thank Ann for 

helping out with the students on the fourth week. 

As I was talking to Sabrina today on skype, 
she asked me if we were in Germany in 
1981 and I told her yes we were.  She told 
me that her mother had a picture that had 
ñSonja and Julia 1981ò written on the back 
of the picture (Sonja is Sabrinaôs mother).  
It seems that Julia, age six and Sonja, age 
ten played a lot with each other during our 
visit to Lichtenfels in 1981.  Sabrinaôs 
mother was shocked to learn that it was the 
same Julia who she played with in 1981 
and is now in charge of the youth exchange 
for her daughter. Sonja canôt wait until 

Juliaôs next visit to Lichtenfels.                  Harvey  

May Social Trip 

Saturday, May 15 

we will tour the 

Wright Brothers his-

toric home at Haw-

thorn Hill.  The 

tours leave from 

Carillon Historic 

Park and they take 

a group of 10 peo-

ple at 10:00 am and 

12:30 pm.  We have 

reserved both tours 

so there will be 

space for 20 peo-

ple.  Cost is $15 for 

entrance to Carillon 

Park and the tour to 

Hawthorn hill.  We 

will meet at the sen-

ior citizens center at 

9:15 am to car pool 

to Carillon Park.  

RSVP is required.  

16 people have 

signed up, so there 

are a few spaces 

left.  RSVP to Rick 

Schieltz at 937-320-

2 2 6 2  o r  r a -

schieltz@aol.com.  

Welcome New Members 

Please welcome the following new members to our organization: 

Ashley Rice, 830 Pool Avenue, Vandalia, 937-248-1308,                              

ricecake77@myspace.com 

Bob & Catharine Treiber, 1037 Bristol Drive, Vandalia, 937-898-3127 

New President in 

Lichtenfels 

Stefan Gerstner has 

been elected the new 

President of 

Lichtenfels Sister  

Cities for Vandalia 

replacing Ralf 

Kuchlbauer. 

Volcanic Ash grounds flight to Lichtenfels 

Ann and I have been planning for over nine months to surprise our friends 
in Lichtenfels on April 16th at their yearly meeting.  Wolfgang Drenkard was 
ready to pick us up at Nuremberg airport and take us to the meeting.  As 
the passengers were ready to board our plane in Dayton on April 15th, we 
were called up to the desk.  The agent informed us that our flight from De-
troit to Amsterdam had been canceled due to the volcanic ash and they 
had no idea when we could get out.  With sadness in our hearts, we had to 
cancel our trip to Germany.      

 Harvey  
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Peace thru People 

Save the Dates 

Here are several important dates for 

you to note on your calendars: 

Board Meeting:  

May 5 at 7:15 p.m. 

Membership Meeting: 

May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

Meetings are held at the Vandalia Senior 

Citizens Center located at                        

21 Tionda Drive S. 

 

Happy May 
Birthdays! 

 
Tyler Starline ...................... 2 

Tracy Schaffner ................ 10 

Marvin Link ...................... 12 

Bret Flinn ......................... 14 

Helen Tomski ................... 22 

Jean Wagner.................... 24 

Kimberly Bish ................... 24 

Helen Duncan .................. 27 

Freidaôs Sunshine  

Report 

Thanks to Freida Sippel, a little sunshine 

was sent to brighten someoneôs day: 

 

Mary Ellen Case was in the hospital. 

Marcy Weisenborn had pneumonia. 

Wanda Clark was in the emergency room. 

Jim Coggin passed away. 

 

Please report news on our membership 

to Freida at 898-4754. 

WHISPERINGS 

 

     Well.... not much to WHISPER about this month, BUT.... a couple of items might be worth 

mentioning..... 

     It seems that the April STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING was POSTPONED a week to ac-

commodate a couple of members who had wandered off to New Mexico and a surprise trip to 

Germany.  The meeting was rescheduled to April 28 from its usual third Wednesday of the month. 

      BOB & TRACY SCHAFFNER had volunteered to host the meeting but somehow FAILED to 

record the date change.   Now,  these STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS have evolved over 

the years into FUN SOCIAL EVENTS that include a little planning for the OKTOBERFEST 

(please note this,  all you POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE.. itôs 

not all WORK,  but really a WHOLE LOT OF FUN!).   Anyway, poor BOB & TRACY spent most of 

the day, Wednesday, APRIL 21, cleaning house, and preparing food for this wonderful event... 

AND NOBODY SHOWED!!!!   Hope they were able to save the food for THIS WEDNESDAY! 

    Another item relating to the OLD COUPLE who had wandered off to New Mexico....  It seems 

that HARVEY (since his flight was canceled), that EVER HELPFUL DO-GOODER, had offered to 

take them to, AND PICK THEM UP, at the airport, before, AND AFTER, the junket. 

     WELL.... HARVEY was Johnny-on-the spot for the ótake to thingyô, but after they left town, he 

got so enamored with a couple of YOUNG LOVELIES FROM LICHTENFELS, that he COM-

PLETELY FORGOT THE OLD COUPLE, and left them ABANDONED at the airport upon their 

return.  After an EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME STANDING OUT THERE IN THE RAIN, the old 

couple realized their fate and jumped a cab to Vandalia.  Upon reaching their home, they called 

HARVEY to let him know they were at last safe, and were told by ANN that he was peacefully 

SLEEPING, and no doubt DREAMING of the recently departed YOUNG LOVELIES FROM 

LICHTENFELS.   Oh well.....    

Deadline for Juneôs Scoop 

articles is May 24th. 


