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At the Crossroads of America

May 6 s
Gemutlichkeit

Don and Ellen Hazel have
vol unt eer ed

Gemdutlichkeit.  Their ad-
dress is 730 Fern Court,
Tipp City.

Gemutlichkeit is held im-
mediately following the
monthly membership meet-
ing. All are welcome to
attend.
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Welcome to America

Four students
f r o m
Lichtenfels,
mGermany
f Florian Hof-
g mann, Annika
Boysen, Sa-
- Yo . brina Schnapp
and Isabel Adam arrived on Aprll 9th Host students Cooper Davell, Katie
Salyer, Emma Towe and Samantha Dixon made a welcome sign for the
students. The students have been involved in many activities since arriv-
ing. They attended a welcome party at Christys, shopping and sightseeing
in Columbus, a trip to Lake Erie, a tour of UD and Carillon Park, and
Samant ha Dixonbds 16th birthday pa
for the latest pictures and the times and places of future activities.

Calling All Singers !

Sister Cities is forming a choir t
on June 20" for our visitors from Lichtenfels and Prestwick. What a great
way to honor our friends! We also need guitar players (David Dodge and
Roger Pratt) and possibly a piano player (Michael Garrison)???? Prac-
tices wildl be held at Wayne and
Hills Dr. at 7:30 on the following days:

e Monday, May 16™
e Tuesday, May 31°

« Monday, June 6"

We plan to sing about 5 or 6 songs. We would love to hear your voice to
help make a beautiful sound. Please contact Wayne Wright at wayne-
susie@earthlink.net or 898-4518 or Mary Blakesly at
mpblakesly@sbcglobal.net or 898-6748.
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This article will be directed
towards many people who are
deserving of thanks.

| first wish to thank the City
of Vandalia for the German
flags flying in our City while our
German Exchange Students are
in town.

Speaking of our Exchange
Students, | wish to thank the
host families for going over and
beyond in opening their homes
for our students. The host fami-
lies are: Mr. & Mrs. George
Davell and son Copper who are
hosting Florian Hofmann, Mr. &
Mrs. David Salyer and daughter
Katie who are hosting Annika
Boysen, Mr. & Mrs. Eric Towe
and daughter Emma who are

Har veyos

hosting Sabrina Schnapp and Mr.
& Mrs. John Dixon and daughter
Samantha who are hosting Isabel
Adam.

Another thanks goes to Julia
Ware for all of her work with the
student exchange.

Another big thanks goes to the
Blakesly family for hosting the
Gemiitlichkeit at the last minute
last month. Actually, the thanks
should go to Mary since Mike was
a no show.

Another big thanks goes to the
Steering Committee, the Official
Visit Committee and the Ayrshire
Fiddle Orchestra Visit Committee.
These committees have been
meeting monthly to assure suc-

Gedanken

cessful visits and a successful Okto-
berfest. The committees are always
looking for new members and new
ideas.

More thanks goes to the City of
Lichtenfels and to the City of Vanda-
lia for remembering Marv Link on his
80" birthday.

It has been a pleasure being
with the exchange students and the
host students and their families the
past two weeks and seeing how
they are becoming one family. |
have heard from everyone asking,
AfCan we keep the
from the past, lifelong friendships
are being formed. The American
host students are already talking
about their trip to Germany in July.

Harvey

Important Dates

April 9th & 30th
Youth Exchange

June 18th 8 25
Official Visit

July 3rd 0 7th
Ayrshire Fiddle

Sister Cities International Testified to the House
Appropriations Subcommittee

Sister Cities International was chosen to provide testimony on the impact
of sister city exchanges on national security, economic development, and
humanitarian assistance. Executive Vice President and Interim CEO Jim
Doumas testified on April 14, 2011 to the House Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs in support of

Orchestra funding for the FY 2012 Educational and Cultural Affairs Budget. You
July 5th § Concert at St. may read his testimony on the following Ilink:
Chris www.vandaliasistercities.org/doumas_testimony_04-06-2011.pdf
Freedom without Wall s: Cincinnat.
There are roughly 100 seg- Presidential Library in Boston War era.
ments of the Berlin Wall installed ( 16h bin ein Berliner! 6) and

as memorials around the United
States. If you set them up side-by
-side, that would make for a 12-
foot high, concrete barrier
roughly 400 feet long. One of the
first was placed in the Kennedy

segments command a real pres-
ence on the grounds of Westmin-
ster College in Missouri, for it
was there that Winston Churchill
hel d his Al ron

words giving a name to the Cold

ei R ht _

In ugust 1961, the first
crude Wall went up, surrounding
all of West Berlin and dividing the
city, East from West. It was later

enrfhrRbekpedid

(Continued on page 4)
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Birthday Greetings from Lichtenfels

Dear Marvin Link,

The township of Lichtenfels and the Sister City Committee of Lichtenfels congratulate to your 80™
birthday on the 12 April, 2011. We all wish you our deepest heart health, happiness and good
luck.

With these greeting words we also | ike to cofmbi
and commitment you did as 1% President of the Sister City committee of Vandalia. You acted

ideal of a person of global friendship and international understanding for nobleness and tolerance

of both cities of countries. For the people in both countries with different languages and cultures

you helped to support and practice peace and friendship. That deserves highest tribute and ap-
preciation.

For the friendship between the citizens of Vandalia and Lichtenfels, you acquired greatest merits.

With Best Regards,

Signed Dr. Bianca Fischer Erste Blrgermeisterin
Paul Blomeier Ehrenprasident
Monika Faber Gesamtprasidium

Stefan Gerstner Abteilungsprasident Vandalia

Also, a letter of appreciation was given to Marv by the city of Vandalia signed by Mayor Loy.

Going Away Party for Exchange Students

A going away party wil/ be held at Julia Warfeods
Thursday, April 28th at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend (bring a covered dish) to bid farewell
to our new friends.

Fall & Injury Prevention Presentation
Sister Cities of Vandalia
Vandalia Senior Center
21 Tionda Dr. South, Vandalia, OH
45377

May 11thd General Meetingd 7:00 p.m.
0 8:15 p.m.

FREE EVENT!

Games, Information, and Door Prizes!
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Freedom Without Walls
from page 2)

(Continued

symbol of the totalitarian stran-
glehold on freedom in Berlin
and in the rest of Central
Europe. The non-violent revo-
lution of 1989, the revolt of dis-
enfranchised East German citi-
zens coupled with newfound
policies of openness by Soviet
leaders and pressure from the
United States, ultimately
breached the Wall. Most of the
barrier was ground up and recy-
cled, some still stands in Berlin
memory sites, and yet other
segments were sold off i ironi-
cally, the icons of freedom with-
out walls.

Locally, the National Air
Force Museum at Wright-
Patterson AFB houses several
sections, an impressive display
in the Cold War Gallery, but the
most recent installation is in
Cincinnati. How it came to be is
worth telling for it is a testimony
to altruistic collaboration.

The German Embassy
launched a campaign to cele-
brate 20 years of freedom with-
out wall s. Cinc
Consul of Germany, UC Profes-
sor Richard Schade, reasoned
that a segment of the Wall
might be an appropriate way of
marking the event. Sure
enough, Cincin
bought into the idea immedi-
ately, as did others around
town, notably members of the
Munich Sister City Association.
Schade contact
mayor, who responded to the
effect: Sure you can select a
segment, but you have to pay to
transport it from Berlin to Cin-

cinnati ! That would be moving 3
tons in an unwieldy 12 by 4 foot
configuration a mere 4400 miles.
Big problem.

As it turned out -- No big
problem! At a networking session
sponsored by the European
American Chamber of Com-
merce, Schade dropped a hint to
the CEO of ThyssenKrupp Bil-

stein, Fairfield. He immediately
agreed to add the segment to a
container filled with component
parts for the manufacture of high-
tech shock absorbers. Another
German firm, Kihne + Nagel,
agreed to provide overland trans-
port. Long story short, Schade
and his wife selected the seg-
ment in Berlin in May 2009 and it
arrived in Cincinnati by Septem-
ber. No problem, no cost !

river and wall were overcome. In-
deed, a linkage was made be-
tween the American civil-rights
movement and the non-violent
revolution in East Germany.
There, the citizens of Leipzig,
Dresden and Berl.
shall overcome, 0O
ized.

The run-up to the dedication of
the Cincinnati segment on July 3,
2010 was filled with political, legal,
fiscal, design, and PR aspects of
the project as well as physical site
preparation. None of it would have
been accomplished without the
work of many Munich Sister City
Associationos
was and is not a segment histori-
cally linked to Munich, but the no-
tion of freedom without walls
neatly coincided with the concept
of what sister-city partnerships sig-
nify i a peaceable coming to-
gether of peoples from across the
globe for the mutual benefit of all
of humanity.

Professor Richard E, Schade
German Studies

University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati OH 45221-0372
Fliichard.Schade@uc.edu

innati 6s Honor ar|y

I n the meanti me aNthénongxt
mayor designated the National in  Cincin-
Underground Railroad Museum nati, why
Freedom Center, a building lo- not visit
cated near the riverfront, as the the Cincin-
rsite tfor thes instalatoy. e mu- nati Berlin
seum director was enthused by Wall instal-
the notion that this symbol of lation at
freedom without walls might aug- the Na-
ment the educational mission of tional Un-
thel musddi@. rAs ther @h® River i ®%¥ derground
had been a topographical barrier b2 Railroad

for African-American slaves es-
caping north, so the Berlin Wall
restricted freedom. Eventually,

Museum Freedom Center
(www.freedomcenter.org).
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Lichtenfels/Prestwick Visit

- June 2011

June 18" Saturday Most guests arriving around 6:00 PM i Relax, dinner with
hosts
June 19" Sunday Church in the morning 7 Evening is a surprise
June 20" Monday Free morning with hosts
Afternoon and evening i visit places around Vandalia
June 21 Tuesday Day trip
June 22" Wednesday Free morning with hosts
Picnic in the afternoon at Br endj
dress
June 23 Thursday  Day trip
June 24™ Friday Free day with hosts i Farewell dinner in the evening
June 25"  Saturday  Guests departing
Aryshire Fiddle Orchestra Visit July 3 " through 7 ™"
The Aryshire Fiddle Orchestra will be stopping in Vandalia July 3™ through the 7™ on their North
American Tour. The group consists of extremely talented kids ranging in age from 12 to 21.
We will be having the AFO Host meeting on Wednesday May 25" at 7:00 at the Senior Center. If you
have signed up to host, please make sure to attend!!"! We will be passing out the itineraries and
guest information.
We will be holding a 4™ of July picnic for the group and then will be treated to a FREE concert at St.
Chris on Tuesday July 5" at 7:30. Please tell all your family and friends about this. The concert will
be open to the public and promises to be a very good time. Lizz
Save the Dates Happy May Suzanneos
Birthdays!
Board Meeting: . Report
May 4 at 7:00 p.m. Tyler Starline................. 2 Marianna Nerke (Germany)
Membership Meeting: Mike BlakeSIy ................ 5 passed away.
May 11 at 7:00 p.m. Tracy Schaffner .......... 10 Rosie Nagel (Germany) had
. Bret Flinn.................... 14 knee surgery.
Meetings are held at the Van- Bev Baldasare 16
dalia Senior Citizens Center | yelen Tomski.............. 22
located at 21 Tionda Drive S. | jean Wagner .............. 24 Please report news on our
i i membership to Suzanne at
Deadline for J u:jm?%'llgé B'Sg't:"d'b"pgé; 898-2703 P
articles is May 23rd. elen Duncan............. :

W

Sunpk hi



